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A unique, vertical and interactive conference aimed at KS3 + KS4 students who have a passion for learning.

Keynote Trainers

Roy Leighton and David Keeling

(Independent Thinking Ltd)

January 18th
Lakewood Conference Centre, Blagdon

9.00am – 4.30pm

with a follow up conference on

March 13th
Gordano Conference Centre

Gordano School

9.15am – 3.00pm

"To understand and not do means you don't understand"

 Buddha



Inspiration

With students facing the ever growing and very real challenge of adapting from ‘knowledge monkey’ to ‘curious meerkat’ the Leading Edge Partnership wanted to pilot a series of unique events aimed at addressing this issue. Moreover, the Leading Edge Partnership wanted the events to provide a direction in which each school could develop their own pathways.

Development
In conjunction with Independent Thinking Ltd, a custom made package was developed and delivered by two of the most sought after trainers in the UK:

 Roy Leighton is a star of stage and screen - including a major role in the BBC TV programme Confidence Lab.  He has worked in education for many years within the whole range of sectors of the educational world.  

David Keeling has been a professional actor for 10 year and a ‘stand-up’ educationalist for 8 years, working with teachers, students and parents.  

As well as offering students practical strategies targeting confidence, motivation and the brain, the conferences were designed to draw on a high octane mix of creativity and humour, whilst challenging the students to take control of their learning and create their own ‘festival of the mind’.  

Promotion

From the outset we were to keen to avoid restricting access to the Conference by advertising it as a Gifted and Talented programme. It was decided therefore that all schools in the authority would be asked to bring students who had ‘a passion for learning’ or who wanted to be ‘inspired to learn’. Over 100 students were put forward all of whom were accepted on to the conference with funding from the Leading Edge Partnership enabling costs to the students to be reduced substantially.



The Conference

Using the sleek and modern setting that is Lakewood Conference Centre, students were treated to a truly memorable and inspiring day culminating in an over-whelming demand to have a second conference. The day is probably best summed up by the students themselves….

“Why have I not been told this stuff before?”

“An amazing day, better than the last 5 years in school put together”

“More, more, more – please, please, please!”

“It RING-ed with me (sorry about the grammar!”

“I will BECOME – I owe it to myself!”

“The trainers modelled how to deliver an energised and focused conference that just left you wanting more!”

“Inspirational”

“Please send more staff on this course”

“The future’s bright – the future’s orange!”

“I want to go and tell my mates that I can be a different learner”

“Laughing and learning – what a brilliant mix”

“The venue was wicked!”

“When can we have more? I don’t want this feeling to go away”

“I feel positive that I can be in charge of my learning and what I want”



Impact and Follow Up

Schools were all given a copy of the resources to facilitate and assist in follow up activities. Examples of organised follow up activities included:

· Staff/student led assemblies for different year groups

· Tutor times led by students who had attended the course

· Students access to personalised learning software

· Schools booking their own conferences to deliver this material

· Students leading staff INSET

In addition both staff and students reported that they were approaching learning differently and taking risks. One teacher, who benefited from several of her English class attending part on the course reported she was no longer teaching her group – ‘merely’ facilitating…MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!

It was a measure of the ‘pester power’ of the students that it became clear that we had a duty to provide an opportunity to re-visit this material and host a follow up conference to explore both these concepts and the principles of ‘deep learning’

SO….Day II was designed to extend the work that had been started and  - equally as important- openly show the belief we have in our students to take responsibilility for the advice given to them. 

The Conference – Day II

Utilising the wonderful new conference facilities at Gordano School, the high octane mix continued - no silicone mixed into this conference! David and Roy seamlessly mixed a game of ‘Giants, Dwarfs and Wizards’ with 8 Way-Thinking and demonstrated how students can transform ‘work’ into learning and overcome ‘exam freeze’. 

By re-visiting the content of Day I and building on this, students felt secure in the options available to them and how they had the power to make the choices about their learning. The additional conference space that Gordano School facilitated allowed the students to engage in kinaesthetic activities on a large scale and to forge links with students from other schools.

The Future

Student demand insists on more! Through Leading Edge collaboration we now have an opportunity to include more students from more schools and expose them to some of the most powerful and relevant training I have seen in all my years in education.

Jim Smith

Clevedon Community School
